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November is known for three major events in our 
lives...voting, giving thanks, and winterizing the bike. 

This month, we have the opportunity to influence our 
professional lives, our economic lives, our social lives, 
and the quality of life we maintain as Americans by par-
ticipating in the political process and casting our vote. 
This is our chance to influence such issues as our eco-
nomic policy, our foreign policy, local community legis-
lation and, those issues specific to our sport such as 
evolving EPA legislation, helmet laws, etc. 

Within our Club, it is the time of year to consider the can-
didates nominated for various management positions as 
we prepare to vote on December 3d. The difference 
between our electoral process and that of our nation is 
that we discourage campaigning for a position in Top 
Cats. It may seem like a strange concept but, we prefer 
to have candidates run on their demonstrated past perfor-
mance, their previous accomplishments and contribu-
tions , and their reputation for getting the job done...not 
on promises, charisma, charm, popularity, or public pres-
ence. It's a weird concept in today's democracy but, it 
works in our best interest. 

As with our local and national process, consider the can-
didates well before you cast your vote. It will be imme-
diately apparent to you that we have a wealth of experi-
ence, talent, and passion for the Club, in every one of our 
candidates this year. Your task is simple...just cast your 
ballot. 

Now, with winter pending, consider the opportunity you 
have to network with Club members. Need the bike win-
terized? See Randy Weaver at Randy's Cycle or Ross 
Schliesmann at America's Open Road. Need a furnace 
checked? See George Lax or Vince O'Leary. Want that 
spa or pool set up for the winter? See Carl Hart or Pete 
Hemmelgarn. Is your car ready for the winter? Check 
out Kevin Riddick or Craig Martens to be sure. We are 
rich in talent and skills within the Club and, it just makes 
since to deal with someone you trust enough to ride next 
to. Besides, if we networked enough, more money 
would be exchanged among members and everyone 
would have enough money to pay their membership dues 
before the end of December. That's the end of 
December. Get it? Network, pay your dues, end of 
December? (I know...another weird concept) 

Finally, as a Club, and I hope individually, we have had 
a sterling year. When you celebrate Thanksgiving this 
year, I hope all of you are overwhelmed with things to be 
thankful for. I know my list starts with over 130 fellow 
Top Cats. 

Let's roll, 

Traveler 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric Case 

Elections are coming. 
Elections are coming. 

Are you registered to vote? If not? Why 
not? It is your duty to your country, to your 
local government, and your chance to express 
your feel about the rules and laws pertaining to 
motorcycling. Know the candidates in your vot-
ing district. Know where they stand on motor-
cycle rights. On your voter registration card, 
there are categories. Congressional, State 
Senate, Representative, County Board. Each 
category has a number assigned to it. That is the 
district in which you vote. It is your duty to 
motorcycling and yourself to find out how each 
of the candidates that you have the opportunity 
to vote for feels about motorcycling. That way 
you are prepared before you walk into the voting 
booth. If you need a pre-determined rating on 
candidates for which you have the privilege of 
voting for you can secure it from A.B.A.T.E. 
Look up the number in each category and you 
will see who is running and how ABATE has 
rated them. The highest rating a candidate can 
get is an A+, the worst is F. Then vote your con-
science. I'm sure, no, absolutely positive, you 
will vote to. 
Ride Free! 



AND THE WINNER IS? 
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Biography for office of President 	 Biography for Office of Treasurer 
Candidate - Sandra Vernon 

	 Candidate - Don Schaffer 

Joined 4-1997 1999 Harley Davidson FXR2 

Present Secretary 	2002 
Past Director 	 2001-2000-1999 
Charity Ride Chairman 	1998 

Senior Road Captain 
G.R.A.S.S. Class — Accident Scene Management 

Sturgis Award 2002 
Safest Rider Award 2001 
Taz Award 2001 
Volunteer of the Year 2000 

Also a member of the Palatine HOG Chapter, the 
Women's Motorcyclist Foundation - Pony Express 
Ride for the Komen Foundation for Breast Cancer 
Research, and the AMA. 

Biography for office of Vice President 
Candidate - Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

Joined 12-1996 	1991 H-D FXRLRC Custom 

Present Treasurer 	2001-2002 
Activities 	 2000 
Charity Ride Co-Chairman 1999 

Senior Road Captain 

Member of ABATE, AMA and HOG 

Biography for Office of Secretary 
Candidate - John Lunde 

Joined Top Cats in 1998 
Motorcycle: Honda Valkyrie 

Charity Ride Committee 1999 - 2000 
Awards Dinner Chairman 1999 
ROAR Editor 2000 - 2002 
Communications Chairman 2000 - 2002 

Senior Road Captain 

Member of ABATE and Rolling Thunder. 

Don, "I ride on Saturdays," Schaffer is the 
managing owner of Schaffer, Vietinghoff & 
Wallach, PC, Certified Public Accountants, in 
Northbrook. He works as an advisor to small busi-
nesses in such areas as accounting, taxes, succession 
planning and profitability. 

Road name Numbersman. First bike, age 
14, Cushman with a blown engine. Two hours after 
repair, first encounter with police, "But officer, it's 
not possible for a Cushman to go 50 miles per hour". 
First "Real" ride, age 15, delivery boy for 
Holcumb's drugs, Zundapp 250cc dual piston. Fired 
when they found out I was not old enough to get a 
driver's license. 30 year break after first child was 
born. Couldn't afford both kids and bikes. I'm glad 
we chose kids. Back to riding for 5 years. Current 
ride is a Kawasaki Vulcan Nomad. Top Cat since 
October 2000. 

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 
(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 

Vice President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 	 847/381-5357 

Secretary 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 
(vern693@aol.com ) 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 
(bboand@fedex.com) 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
(aliciakumr@aol.com) 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 	 815/459-9345 
(tazman69er@netscape net) 

Director 	Chuck Prettyman 	 847/382-4269 
(cpman4@aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
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NEXT MEETING: November 5, 2002 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	John Fraccaro (ffraccaro@juno.com ) 	847/697-9607 

Advertising 	Bill Wilson (iwilson@banta.com ) 	847/247-9540 

Membership 	Jenny Ori (iori100384@aol.com ) 	773/481-2285 
Charity Ride 	Craig 8z Linda Martens 	 847/362-5556 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aol.co  ) 	 /147/382-4269 
Prtninrty 

Communications 	John Lunde (mongerl@hotnialcom) 	815/459-2488 
Roar 
Website 
Hotline 
Safety 	Ric Case triecaseAameritec.net) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arm 	Vin 	CVI 	• 	t104 	anl nm) 	1447/41R-499S 

Web site 
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YO1J1  	WICMRCYCIL 	 tA©PIII 

THE MIDWEST'S LARGEST RECREATIONAL DEALER! 
JUST 7 MILES WEST OF GREAT AMERICA 

llainews 31 YEARS SAME OWNERSHIP 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

BANK FINANCING 
TRADE-INS WELCOME 

SEE OUR FULL LINE OF MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S 

130 S. RT. 83. LAKE VILLA IL 847-356-3000 



NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 
ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

10/29 SENIOR ROAD CAPTAIN MEETING 
7:30 PM O'Trainas - Waucanda 

11/5 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 
7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant - Algonquin, IL 

11/11 BOARD MEETING 
7:30 PM TBD 

11/17 GRASS CLASS 
8:45 AM - 12 PM Village Grill & Tavem - Buffalo Grove 

11/19 CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING 
7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 

12/1 TOYS FOR TOTS Annual Toy Run 
83rd & Western, Chicago 

12/3 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 
CLUB ELECTIONS 

7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant - Algonquin, IL 
12/9 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM TBD 

For Updated Activities 
Information, Check 
WWW.TOPCATS.ORG  

frequently 

AWARDS COMIvII T TEE UPDATE 
By Cheryl Hemmelgarn 

With the riding season winding 
down, the awards committee is 
asking for your help at the 
November meeting. 

We would like your help once 
again to choose: 

Dedicated passenger 
Scenic ride 
Best Prepared Ride 
Safest Rider. 
We will also be looking for 

Most Miles in 24 hours 
and Most Top Cat Rides. 

The Awards dinner is currently 
scheduled for March. The exact 
date will be announced at the 
November or December meeting. We 
had a great turnout last year and 
I hope we have an even better one 
this coming year 

Charity Riche 
By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

If you missed it, our Top Cats Charity Ride was 
OUTSTANDING ! I had invited several people to 
the ride, and the feedback I got from them was that 
it was a tremendous success. Everybody was 
impressed with how smoothly everything ran from 
registration, to getting lunch. They raved about the 
music, the quality of the food, and were very 
impressed with the atmosphere of the venue, and 
just about everything in between. 

My friend Sean Schaul, of Schaul's Catering, and 
the owner of Country Lakes was amazed at how 
organized the Charity Committee was. He puts on 
dozens of events and company picnics at the prop-
erty each year. Naturally, he uses his own experi-
enced staff to run them. So he had some trepida-
tion about how things would be run by the Top Cats 
volunteers. He was impressed with the number of 
people who showed up the day before to help with 
the setup, and the number of folks who pitched in 
on ride day, and ran things like a well-oiled 
machine. I just told him that when the Top Cats do 
something, they do it right. 

Early morning rain probably kept a lot of riders 
away, but it couldn't dampen the spirits of our club 
and all the volunteers who got there early to make 
sure everything was ready for our guests. I know 
the event was successful in raising money for 
NISRA, but it was also successful of several other 
levels. It raised the level of prestige that the Top 
Cats enjoy within the motorcycling community. And 
it set us apart from other charity rides, by raising the 
future expectations of riders who attend charity 
events throughout the summer. All other rides will 
be judged against ours. 

My congratulations to Linda and Craig Martens, and 
all the people who worked so hard on this event for 
a job well done. My thanks to Sean Schaul and the 
folks at Country Lakes for all their help and support. 
And by the way, if you are looking for a caterer for 
any type of event, give Sean a call at 847-546- 
1515. They do large and small weddings, and ban-
quets, picnics, corporate outings, and in-office 
catered lunches. In fact the last time President 
Bush was in town, they catered a luncheon he host-
ed. So they can handle a wide range of party 
needs. And don't forget to tell him that you're a Top 
Cat. 
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Let us do your next Pig Roast 
Mention this ad for FREE  appetizer 
with any two dinner entree's 

666 main St. Lake Zurich 847-726-2272 

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 
2002 GENERAL MEETING 

Sandra Vernon, Secretary 

President Wayne Kirkpatrick called the 
meeting to order on October 1, 2002, at 
Mandile's in Algonquin. Guests this 
evening were Mike Wolfe and Tom and Rose 
Temple. The President's "5" tonight includ-
ed an explanation of the term "1%" which 
means that a member gives 99% of their 
efforts to their organization. Thanks were 
given to Craig and Linda Martens and all 
who helped on the Charity Ride for a job 
well done. 

Vice President, and Nominating 
Committee Chairman, George Lax stated 
nominations for the 2002 election will be 
closed after the November 5th General 
Meeting and nominations will be presented 
to the Board for approval on November 
1 1 th. Positions to be filled are as follows: 
President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and one Director. Treasurer Jim 
Heniff stated we are solvent and thanked 
everyone for their input on the question-
naire. Contact Jim if you did not receive 
one. 

Brian Shahinian from N.I.S.R.A. thanked 
the Top Cats for a great Charity Ride and 
explained how the money was used from 
2001. 50% was used for Day Camp 

Scholarships, which meant 28 kids were 
able to attend camp at no cost to them. This 
is 4,030 hours of service to kids with dis-
abilities. 40% went to camp staffing putting 
the staff/child ratio at 1 to 1! The final 10% 
was applied toward vehicles. Chris Lax told 
us Amy Rishling graduated this year and is 
now working at Jewel. 

Activities John Fraccaro wants member 
suggestions for next year's Ride Calendar. 
Fall Colors and Photo Ride will be October 
13th, Jim Haase, Road Captain. Wayne 
Kirkpatrick has details on Rolling Thunder 
for those interested. Bard Boand stated that 
new members joining after October 1st will 
have their dues paid in 
full thru 2003. Cheryl Hemmelgarn, 
Awards, reminded members to keep their 
miles for Mileage Award and ballots will be 
passed out the next meeting. Dinner will be 
first of the year. John Lunde needs articles 
for ROAR, don't forget to sign your name! 

Craig Martens gave preliminary figures on 
the Charity Ride and complete details will 
be in ROAR. Thanks to Ken Glassman for 
the location, thanks to all who worked on the 
event and thanks to N.I.S.R.A. for their help. 
Event Chairman from Little Angels Run, 
Elgin HOG Chapter, said our ride was well 
run and they want to come again next year. 
Don Schaffer said the Windy City V Rod 
Club posted great comments on our ride on 
their website. Medinah riders came late due 
to other commitments but wanted to show 
support. Lake County Sheriff Department 
donated their services. 

Safety Tip from Ric Case this evening was 
to maintain your bike thru the end of the sea-
son. Beware of animals at dusk and at night. 
If reflectors move — it is an animal! 
G.R.A.S.S. class October 19th. 

Meeting Adjourned. 



Sixth Annual Success 
By Traveler 

If big hearts were airplanes, Country Lakes 
Resort would have been a very busy airport on 
Sunday, September 29, 2002. Our Sixth Annual 
Top Cats' Charity Ride saw rider, after rider, after 
rider, show up to ride, to set up, to run the opera-
tion and, to clean up afterwards. Big hearts over-
came Saturday night's storms and Sunday morn-
ing's daunting skies, as vendors, volunteers, and 
vehicles arrived in support of our annual event. 

I used to judge charity rides on safety, enjoyment, 
organization and, lastly funds raised. After this 
ride, I'd have to add excitement to that list too. 
The ride was not marred by accidents (Save for 
one minor fall by a rider BEFORE he arrived and 
registered.) The feedback I received from all par-
ticipants was overwhelmingly positive, and the 
organization and coordination was as flawless as 
a NASA launch. However, there was something 
unique to this year's Ride...an aura of pride and 
excitement that seemed to surpass our previous 
events. When you think about it, the reason is 
simple... 

Good organization enhances coordination which 
instills confidence. Confidence breeds success 
with a resulting pride. Pride, I would submit, nur-
tures excitement. In its simplest terms...our Club 
had its act together and we were all proud to be a 
part of it!! If success breeds success, gang...we 
just had a litter. 

None of this would have been possible had it not 
been for the efforts, over the past six years, of the 
leaders of past charity rides. 0.J. Simpson, Jim 
Heniff, Sandy Vernon, Ric Case, George and 
Chris Lax, Barb and Bernie Weiss, Craig and 
Linda Martens, all assisted by members too 
numerous to name, contributed to this year's suc-
cess. Every charity ride took on the personality of 
its organizers, mentored by the previous year's 

organizers. Every charity ride was the collective 
effort of a group of volunteers who envisioned it, 
shaped it, molded it, and made it happen. Every 
charity ride had benefited from the experience of 
the previous year's ride and improved on it. 
Every charity ride was a labor - intense, time con-
suming effort by everyone involved. Every char-
ity ride ended with a heavy sigh of relief. This 
year's ride however, ended with the excitement of 
an end - zone victory dance! 

I'm afraid it would be futile to try and thank 
everyone who pitched in, helped, touched, or par-
ticipated in our ride. I would have to list over 133 
Top Cats, not counting spouses, and nearly 100 
area businesses. In addition to our many mem-
bers, we were supported at the ride site by 
Motovision, Alligator Bob, DriWash, Mikey 
Trikey, Sal Saccomanno and the Rockaholics, 
NISRA, Civil kir Patrol, local law enforcement, 
Palatine H.O.G., Chapter 2 Rolling Thunder, 
McHenry H.O.G., Medina Motor Corps, Fat 
Bastards, and many other area riding clubs. 

My suspicion is that, if you think this year's ride 
was great, just wait until next year. The momen-
tum we have created will make subsequent chari-
ty rides better and better. Even though it seemed 
like a tremendous amount of work, just remem-
ber, regardless of how grueling the race is, the 
rush you get from crossing that finish line in first 
place just pumps you up even more for the next 
race. 

To every one of our big - hearted supporters, busi-
nesses, clubs, and every member of Top Cats, 
thanx for your support in helping us put on a great 
event to bring some enjoyment to our special 
brothers and sisters who benefit from the efforts 
of the Northern Illinois Special Recreation 
Association. 
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Biography for Office of Director 
Candidate - Jim Haase 

Recently, I was flattered with a nomination 
for the Top Cats Board position of Director. As a 
voting member, I would want to know a few things 
about the nominees. What type of person are they? 
What are their strengths? What ideas do they have 
to improve our club? To that end, I think these 
profiles are a good idea. 

Two years ago October I became the proud 
owner of my Heritage Classic. (Who buys a bike in 
October?) Two years may not be a long time in the 
saddle, but over 21,000 miles in that time under-
scores my passion and commitment to the sport. 

I'm a rider. Short trips, long trips, and cold 
weather, whatever I like it in the saddle. I'm also a 
planner, a detail-guy (sometimes to a fault). I also 
believe in clear, to-the-point communication 
through presentation or written word. Throw all 
that together and it's no surprise I wanted to be a 
Top Cats Road Captain. In either a primary or 
assistant capacity, I've thoroughly enjoyed leader-
ship roles in several rides this year including Little 
Sturgis, Big Sturgis, Progressive Dinner Ride, 
Sunset Ride and most recently, the Fall Color and 
Photo Ride. I like "mixing it up" a little bit in terms 
of keeping rides fresh....new roads, new destina-
tions, new activities. Next year I'm kicking around 
the idea of a Mississippi River Run between 
Lacrosse, Wisconsin and Red Wing, Minnesota. 

Also related to riding, I think we should 
strengthen our guidelines for leading a ride: A 
Standard Route Sheet template should be used for 
consistency. We should maintain a "Route Library" 
to categorize and store both Top Cat and non-Top 
Cat routes so they can be readily shared with mem-
bers. In addition, we should document and share 
"best practices" when it comes to Road Captain tac-
tics and techniques. I'm not just an "idea guy". 
I'll be offering assistance to the Safety Committee 
in the form of a presentation for possible inclusion 
into G.R.A.S.S. (Group Riding And Safety 
Seminar). 

I have some skills in the area of administra-
tion and computers. To that end, I have submitted 
a proposal to the Board for the creation of a Top 
Cats Membership Database. We've simply out-
grown our current spreadsheet roster. In addition to  

basic roster info (name, address, phones, etc.), a 
database can easily maintain valuable member 
information like skills, business-orientation, dues 
tracking, GRASS attendance and much, much more. 
A database would facilitate member interaction and 
make life easier for club officers to manage our 
growing membership base. This can be done at low-
or-no cost to the Club....I'll do it. Finally, I have 
some ideas in the area of Top Cats Activity Calendar 
management and communication. Catch me at a 
meeting if you're interested to hear them. 

Thanks for taking the time to read this. 
Take your vote seriously. Put people in leadership 
roles who will best serve both your interests and 
those of the Club at-large. 

Biography for Office of Director 
Candidate - John Fraccaro 

My name is John Fraccaro, I joined the Top Cats in 
1999 and am running for the position of Director on 
the Top Cats' Board. 

As the current Activities Chairperson I have collect-
ed, organized and published the club's activity cal-
endar for the last year. To part of that responsibility, 
I have attended the general membership and board 
meetings during the last year. 
Over the last two seasons I have been Road Captain 
on 6 rides and assisted in 8 others. I have participat-
ed in the Top Cats Fall Charity Ride 3 years in the 
role of security and/or traffic control. 

I have assisted on two Awards Banquets with plan-
ning and finances. 

I have been a stop on the Progressive Dinner Ride as 
well as last years Halloween Ride. 

I have attended several NISRA picnics and most of 
the Little Angles rides. 

I ride a pair of Road Kings (one at a time) and a '81 
Suzuki GS 1000 GX. 
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• Largest Selection Of Etiotic Skin 
In The Midwest 

• Pro Pad Seat Padding For Added Comfort,* 
• Complete Line Of Leather Apparel 

39442 N. Rte. 59 Lake Villa, IL boo46 

By Iceman 

More than 300 turns in 11 miles 	 The 
Dragon. I have no idea how many of our members 
have experienced this magnificent ride in the 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, but the lat-
est is Rob Mann. Did he enjoy it? Just ask! If you 
plan to do this ride, you might want to read "Holy 
Smokees!" in the October 2002 issue of American 
Motorcyclist. Greg Harrison describes his adven-
ture taking the less traveled roads in Appalachia 
thus avoiding the throngs of motorists, 9 million 
visitors a year, that come to the busiest national 
park in the U.S. www.AMADirectlink.com   

$20 ... 100% UV protection ... clear or smoked 
lenses. Motorcycle specific glasses that function 
like goggles. Eyeride Motorware at (800) 572- 
2008 or online at www.eyeride.com   

You take a look at the gas gauge, check the oil 
level, turn the key and thumb the starter switch 
and off you go. Odds are you did not check tire 
pressure. This critical step for safe motorcycling 
has become much easier. If the valve cap shows 
green OK otherwise measure and fill. 28PSI to 
60PSI Available at $8 each. Tireguard 516-942- 
0264 or online at www.thetireguard.com   

Here is a simple, inexpensive way to gain horse-
power and smooth out the operation of your 
engine from the bottom to the top of the curve. 
Sumax's ThunderVolt Wires were Dyno tested by 
HRB in their October 2002 issue. Their comment, 
"It's very impressive when you consider that all we 
did was add a quality set of wires..." Sumax (800) 
654-5546 www.sumax.com   

American Motorcycle Specialties (805) 496-1599 
www.amspecialtiesusa.com   is offering a gel seat 
pad that can be taken on and off easily as well as 
heated or cooled. Additional comfort is available in 
at least four colors with applications for both the 
driver and the passenger seats. No price men-
tioned. 

!RANDY'S CYCIT 

RANDY WEAVER 
	

aW LEMAN TRIMS, INC. 
11013 Route 47 
	

(847) 669-0256 
P.O. Box 516 
	

Fax (847) 669-0772 
Huntley, IL 60142 	 www.randyscyole.com  

AMERICAS OPEN 	ROAD 

SPECIALIZAIG IN AMERICAN MADE 	RCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Anington Relights, 3_60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax:847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com 	

sit 

G- LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(84'7) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	

GEORGE J. LAX 
HEATING 
	

CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	

P.O. BOX 725 
SHEET METAL 
	

LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

• YEItlell 	 I 	 ORCYCLE 



OCTOBER 2002 BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

By Jim Heniff, Treasurer 

Thanks to my Pit 
Crew 

By Sandy Vernon 
On October 7, 2002, the Top Cats Illinois Board was 

convened at Enzo and Lucia's in Long Grove, 
President Wayne Kirkpatrick presiding. Members 
present were: Wayne Kirkpatrick, George Lax, Jim 
Heniff, Bard Boand, Terry Kumro, Chuck Prettyman, 
John Fraccaro, Linda Martens, Craig Martens, Jim 
Krepel, Ric Case and Rob Mann. 

The following items were covered: Members join-
ing in September (official date 10-1-02) will be con-
sidered to have paid 2003 dues. Pro-rated dues struc-
ture for 2003 will be determined by the new 
Board. A draft of 2003 activities for the first quarter 
will be mailed to the Board. January 8th is first ride. 
A police department motorcycle class may be avail-
able to a small number of Top Cats when this two-
week course is offered to local police departments. 

Bard Boand presented membership applications 
from Mike Wolfe, Regular Member, sponsor Ric 
Case, approved pending signed ride waiver. Tom and 
Rose Temple, both Regular Members, sponsored by 
Pete and Cheryl Hemmelgarn, approved. Roberta 
Arsenault requested upgrade to a Regular Member, 
approved subject to payment of dues. 

Ric Case, Safety, stated G.R.A.S.S. scheduling and 
content will be discussed at the Senior Road Captain 
meeting to be held October 29th at O'Traina's at 7:00 
P.M. Per Chuck Prettyman, off site meetings will be 
tabled for the next Board. Linda and Craig Martens 
will have a continuing involvement with the Charity 
Ride. Ride proceeds are approximately $20,000 after 
expenses, there are still monies outstanding and need 
to be collected and could be a higher number when 
final total is reached. Thanks for a great event! The 
grounds have been reserved for 9-28-03 and con-
firmed to Linda Martens. 

The Financial Report was presented by Treasurer 
Jim Heniff and was reviewed and approved. A sug-
gestion was made to have more financial details given 
at General Meetings. George Lax stated the slate is 
developing for the upcoming election with multiple 
candidates for several positions. Bios of the candi-
dates will be available prior to the election for print-
ing in ROAR. Meeting Adjourned. 

Picture this, Sturgis, first day we 
ride, Bard blowing his whistle, excitement 
running high and I have a dead battery! 
Thanks to my Pit Crew, Bill Vernon, Jim 
Irvine, and Bud Burkhardt, the problem 
was solved within an hour and I rode out 
with the group. 

This is one of the best examples of 
why I ride with the Top Cats. Here is how 
it all went down.... Jim was beside me 
when I "tried" to start my bike to go get gas 
before we left for the day. The problem was 
quickly figured out and here comes Bill, 
Jim says "go get a new battery while I pull 
this one out", out comes his tool kit and by 
the time Bill comes back with his bike, Jim 
has the battery out and hands it over. Off 
Bill goes to the Harley dealership. In the 
meantime, Bard has given me a briefing on 
how to catch up to everyone and has start-
ed his talk to the rest of the group. Bill 
returns in record time, passes over the bat-
tery to Jim and Bud, and they have the bat-
tery replaced within minutes. Just as Bard 
finishes his briefing to the group, Jim press-
es the start button and my bike is good to 
go. 

This is cooperation of the highest 
order. No wasted time, everyone just knew 
what to do. I want to say "Thank You" to 
Bill, Jim and Bud and let you know how 
much I appreciated your help that day. 
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Chicks vs. Chills 
By Traveler 

It was Saturday evening when I received a call from the 
Doghouse Gang, out on the east coast, asking if I was 
going to Biketoberfest, in Daytona this weekend..."Hey 
man, it'll be 85 degrees and the chicks will all be in bikinis!" 
Regrettably, I told them I couldn't make it this year and I 
gave them the name of one of our members who will be 
there alone. Knowing the Dogs, they'll find him and make 
sure he has a good tinne. 

Sunday morning, October 13, I'm on my way to our Fall 
Colors and Photo Ride, the bank sign flashing 36 degrees, 
wishing I was on my way to Daytona to ride with the Dogs, 
once again. Mentally, I was comparing everything to 
Daytona. Long johns...damn, if I was in Daytona, I'd be 
putting on a t-shirt. Chap stick...damn, it'd be suntan lotion 
if I was in Daytona. Riding to the Broken Oar...damn, it'd 
be the Ironhorse if I were in Daytona. Oh well, it'll proba-
bly be just Jim Haase and a few others show up at the 
Broken Oar for this ride... You have to understand that any 
road captain putting on a ride this time of year is faced with 
the risk of cold, miserable weather and a poor turnout. All 
of their planning and effort can go up in smoke if the 
weather turns sour. 

I was prepared for a slow, cold, sanne-old ride along the 
same old trails we've ridden many time before as I arrived 
at the Oar. Hmmm... must be bikes left over from a big 
party last night, I thought, as I pulled in next to about 16 
other scooters. Let's see, there's Lizard's bike, Taz', 
Vince's ancient BWM, Rod's Honda, Roberta's Glide, 
Bard's Ultra...here comes Gordon, Kenny, Ron and 
Vida...what the hell? Maybe this won't be so lame after all. 
I swear, the temperature felt like it increased 20 degrees 
when I saw all those Top Cat flags. Now, Daytona is still in 
my thoughts but, it's starting to slide to the bottom of my 
fantasy list. 

I was amazed when I walked upstairs and saw almost as 
many Top Cats as we have at a meeting, laughing, joking, 
and just talkin"bout bikin'. "OK, we'll see if this even 
comes close to Daytona." 

The high spirits flowed down to the parking lot as Road 
Captain Jinn Haase gathered the group for a detailed route 
and safety briefing. The sun was shining and the cold 
temp was overcome by the excitement of 21 motorcycles 
firing up at once. 

It seemed the temperature rose another 20 degrees the 
very minute we all pulled out of the Oar. A few minutes and 
a few miles later, we pulled into a gas station to let those 
who rode a long way to get to the Oar, top off while other 
riders had the opportunity to dress and redress. 

That same old course that I expected? Not even. New 
roads, twisties, a dynamite roller coaster ride, and a route 
that bypassed Sunday traffic in Lake Geneva, highlighted 
the ride. I'm thinking..." You won't find roads like this in 
Daytona..." 

We pulled into a parking lot in Lake Geneva for a rest stop 
and a photo op. Jim reminds everyone that there are park-
ing meters and they better put in a quarter in case the cops 
come by. Three of us fed the meters but, there were eigh-
teen bikes parked in front of red-flagged meters when a 
cop pulls in and slowly drives through the lot. I'm thinking 
"YES!!! Finally! Just like Daytona!" Smart cop...he ain't 
writing 18 tickets so he waves and drives away. 

Ahh, but lunch! That had to be the same old crowded bar, 
poor service, high prices, and overcrowding. Nope. Just 
the opposite. Lunch at B.J. Wentker's, in Burlington, was 
right up to our standards...great. And, I'm thinking " 
Hmmmm...you wouldn't get this kind of meal at Froggy's in 
Daytona." 

The ride home is often l0000ng and boring and the end of 
a ride has all of the excitement of watching oil drip from 
your primary case. Not so this time. The return route was 
almost as good as the first half. (No roller coaster roads 
though.) We rolled into the Oar, grabbed a drink, and sat 
around doing what we all do best...bragging and lying 
about our riding skills. The prevailing comment I heard 
was "Thanks, Jim. Great ride, great route, Great time." 

Now, you can judge the quality of a ride by comments you 
hear throughout the day and after the ride. Comments 
like... 

Two Senior Road Captains: "Notice how Jim is 
handling intersections? We need to put that in 
our G.R.A.S.S. Course." 

New Member: "This beats the hell out of carving 
pumpkins!" 

Old Member: "Finally, someone points out who 
rides up front." 

Member: "Wow! Let's do a second lap!" 

Waitress: "You guys are neat! Sundays are usual 
ly boring around here." 

Old Member: "Maybe we could call this one a 
practice and do it again next Sunday." 

Anonymous Member: "Screw Daytona!" 

Rides like this raise the standard for our group and we all 
benefit from it. This route is a keeper. Get a copy of it from 
Jim and save it for a day when you want a great ride with 
some friends through some great country. Our thanx to 
Jim Haase and his assistants; John Fraccaro, Ron Kostus, 
and Ken Glassman who gave him a hand putting it all 
together. For some neat pictures of the ride, go to: 
http://members12.clubphoto.com/jim637524/owner-137d-
1.phtml  



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

2oo3 HDs. Harley - Davidson will run production of the 2003, 
100th Anniversary models for 14 months through September 
2003. The additional two months of production is planned to 
meet anticipated demand for 2003 models. Sounds like 2004 
models just went up in value due to limited production. 

RED LIGHTS. Ever get trapped by a traffic light that won't turn 
green for you? Most intersections today have magnetic sensors 
that trip a timer when they sense the iron mass of a vehicle. 
Motorcycles have less iron mass than cars and occasionally will 
not be picked up by a sensor. There are four solutions to this 
problem. 1.) Wait until a car pulls over the sensor behind you, 2.) 
Turn right on red then turn around and approach the intersection 
from a different direction, 3.) If there is a pedestrian "Walk" but-
ton on a pole, get off and push it, or 4.) Attach a strong magnet 
to the bottom of your frame. 

VETERANS. Illinois Vets can now get special license plates for 
their bikes. Check it out at a Secretary of State Vehicle Services 
Office (800) 252-8980. 

STOLEN. The list of the top 25 most stolen motorcycle models 
for last year includes 24 Japanese sport bikes and one American 
cruiser. Honda leads with 8 models, Suzuki with 7, Yamaha with 
6, and Kawasaki with 3. Harley - Davidson made the list at num-
ber 22 with their Fat Boy. The lesson here is clear. Never use a 
Japanese paint scheme on your American iron. 

FEEL LUCKY? Whether you do or not, you need to stop in and 
say hi to fellow member Ross Schliesmann, at America's Open 
Road, Indian Dealer in Arlington Heights. Check out the new 
Indians and qualify to win a 100 ci, 2002 Indian Chief. 

GREEK. Does counter steer mean anything to you? How about 
trailing throttle, delayed apex, decreasing radius, off camber? If 
it's all Greek to you, make it a point to attend the next Group 
Riding and Safety Seminar to learn the terms and their applica-
tion to safe riding. 

SAFETY. Remember...members must attend the Top Cats Safety 
Seminar within a year of joining. Thus far we have conducted 13 
seminars on Saturdays, Sundays, weekdays, mornings, after-
noons, and evenings. The excuse "I have a schedule conflict" or 
"I have to work" won't get it after 13 separate classes. See Ric 
Case for a schedule of 2003 classes. 

Ever wonder...? 

U.S. health-care costs. 

Vomrr! The EPA has proposed a rule that adopts the ridiculous 
future California emissions standards and imposes them nation-
wide. Motorcyclists will only be able to "...modify the color 
and chrome of a motorcycle." Sound like I'm overstating it? 
Read the proposal at: www.epa.gov/otaq/regs/nonroad/mcma-
rine/proposal/a19437.pdf  

AMERICAN NORTON. Freedom Motorcycles has purchased the 
registered Norton trademarks for North America. Freedom plans 
to create a subsidiary called Norton Motor Company to introduce 
the originally British brand as an American made motorcycle. 

SPARE BULBS. Ever carry a spare taillight bulb in your bags just 
to find it broken when you need it? Pack it in a 35mm film can-
ister. 

MECHANICAL FAILURE. The biggest cause of motorcycle acci-
dents is the nut that holds the handlebars. 

Biker Culture 
More stupid terms... 

Stop and Go Traffic? How can that be? It has to be go 
and stop traffic because you can't stop unless you're going. 

Semi Truck. If semi means half, how big is the whole damn 
truck? 

Walk - In Oven. Who the hell would need a walk - in oven 
with user - friendly controls, fiilly assembled and tested? Could walk - 
in blenders be next? 

Chain Guard. It's really a pant leg or boot guard isn't it? 

New England. Shouldn't it be Old England by now? 

In Person Absentee Voting. How can that be? Only in Illinois! 

Broad Spectrum. Is that like, redheads to blondes? 

Party Animals. Would that be the GOP elephant and the 
DEM donkey? 

HOLIDAY GIFT. Craftsman has a great motorcycle hydraulic lift 
on sale for $99.99. Model 50190. 

SOCIAL BURDEN. Motorcycle critics continue to claim that 
motorcyclists are a medical burden on society. A current report 
by the University of North Carolina's Highway Safety Research 
Center revealed that 49.5% of injured motorcyclists had their 
medical costs covered by insurance, almost identical to the 
50.4% of other road trauma victims. The costs for treating 
motorcycle - related injuries account for less than 0.001% of total 

How the Indians discovered popcorn? Were they sitting around the fire 
one night when the corn exploded? Can you imagine the reaction'? 
"Damn, woman! What did you just do to the corn?" Or "Holy s ! The 
corn just blew up!" "This stuffs no good, it explodes. Let's sell it to the 
white guys.".. 
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